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been amended and are the basis for this report andybr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 2 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lacic of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(iO with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 

Certain observations on the International application 
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rhlta^tll Lents of the intem^SS^'^^^ S^'r^TJ^pt'S'J' 



Description, Pages 
1-4 

Claims, Numbers 
1-10 



as originally filed 

filed with telefax on 28.04.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

^QjQjQ as originally filed 

Tftese elemeots we« available or furnished ,o this Au,hoHty in «« Mowing language: . wh«h »: 

O ^ tenguage of a Uans.a«on furnished for *e purposes of .he infemafional search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ tt,e language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b». 

□ iriL^ua^eo,a.ransla«onfurnished.or,hepu,p«esofl-«erna,onalprelWna,yexan.na.K>^ 

Rule 55.2 andfer 55.3). 

I ««Ho »nd/br amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable fonn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomn. 

n t,.mi=hoH ^ijbseauentlv to this Authority in computer readable fomi. 

U Trs^rHTl subsecuentl, «.n.shed wrflen sequence Wng does no. go beyond «,e discloaure 

7n^?ilmteSSSwl^s«<>" as has been furnished, 
p TJ^^ .ha.! lnforn«*>n reoon^ m computer reada«e fonn . «en«cal to me v-.en sequence 
listing has been furnished. 
4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of : 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5, □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucti amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-3,5.7,8 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 4,9 

Yes: Claims 1-6,7-9 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Prior AH 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : GB-A-2 345 301 (PRINCE CORP) 5 July 2000 (2000-07-05) 
2a Independent Claim 1 

D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
"a headliner, comprising: 

a substrate (70) Including a first surface, and opposite, second surface substantially 
parallel to said first surface forming a thickness of said substrate therebetween, said 
first surface having a plurality of impressions (72) formed therein along a plane of said 
first surface so as to create a corresponding number of projections (74) extending 
outwardly from said second surface ("indentation", "jutting out", "fonward extension" 
don't imply a shape); and 

a layer of material (60) attached to said projections (74) of said substrate (70), wherein 
said layer of material together with said projections form an I-beam stmcture that 
enhances the strength of said headliner (see figures 7 and 8)." 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3a Dependen t claims 2 to 5 

Dependent claims 2 to 5 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of claim 1 to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty or inventive step. These claims appear to suggest only 
slight changes in the system of claim 1 which, having regard to the prior art (see D1), 
come within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled In 
the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in 
advance. Consequently, the subject matters of claims 2 to 5 appear to lack novelty or 
at least an inventive step. 
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4a Dependent claims 6 and 10 

The amended claims 6 and 10 introduce subject-matter wliich extends beyond the 
content of the application as filed, contrary to Article 34(2)(b) PCT. 

5a Independent claim 7 

The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
independent claim 7, which therefore is also not new. 

Sa Dependent claims 8 and 9 

Dependent claims 8 and 9 do not appear to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of claim 7 to which they refer, meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty or inventive step. These claims appear to suggest only 
slight changes in the system of claim 1 which, having regard to the prior art (see D1), 
come within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons skilled in 
the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in 
advance. Consequently, the subject matters of claims 8 and 9 appear to lack novelty or 
at least an inventive step. 

Conclusions 

Independent claims 1 and 7 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and 
with the remaining features being included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) 
PCT). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document identified 
therein. 

The reference signs of the features "first surface (11) having...fmpressions" and 
"projections extending...from... second surface (13)" do not comply with the signs in 
figures 1 to 3. 

According to the requirements of Rule 10.2 PCT, the terminology and the signs shall be 
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consistent throughout the application. This requirement is not met in view of the use of 
the expressions "first/second surface" and "front/back side". 



PCT/Separate SheetMOg (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 1997} 
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. Claims ' ' , . 

What is claimed is: 

1. A headliner, comprising: 

a substrate (10) including a fiistsorfece (11), and • 
suifecc (13) 5ub5ta^tiaUy paiailel to said first suifece (11) forming a thickness of said 
substrate (1 0) therebehyeen, said first surface ( 1 1) having a plniality of impressions 
(12) formed therem along a plane of said firpt surface (1 1) so as to create ^ 
corr»ponding number of i«ojeptions (14) extOTdirig outwardly from said secoad 
surikce (13) substanliany peipmdicular to ^d plane of said first surface (1 1); and 

a layer of material- (16) attached to said projections ([14) of said 

substratOy 

wherbin said layer of materialv(16) together wi& 
I-beam structure tibat enhances the strength of said: headline. 

•2. The headliner according to Claim I, wher^ 
smd-lajrer of material (16) are comprised of polyethylMe terepbthalate (PET) 
material* . . • 

3. The headliner accbiding to Cliaiin 1, wjierein said substrate (1 0) and 
said layer of material (16) iare comprised of 100% recyclable mat^al. 

4. Tlie headliner according to C3aim l^whe^ 
con^sponding projections (14) are arranged so as to hw 
area of substrate (10). 

5. The headline accorditig to Qaim 1, &rther comprising a face &bric 
(18) attached to said layer of material (16). 

6. The interior trim panel according to Claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
inqnessions (12) and corresponding projections (14) foxm a two-dimensional array. 

7. A method of manufacturing a headlmer, comprising the steps of: 

■Empf .zeit:28A)4/2D04 2l:08- SSS^^lSsT? P.OlO ' • •. 
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compressing both sides of a substrate (10) so as to fonn a first surface 
(1 1), and an opposite, second surfece (13) substantiaUy parallel to said first suifece 
(11) fonning a thickness of said substrate (10) fliCTebetween, said first sur&ce (1 1) 
having aplurality of impressions (12) fbnn^ therein along aplane of said first 
surfece (1 1 ) so as to create a corresponding number of projections (14) extending 
outwardly from said second surfece (13) siibstantially perpendicular to said plane of 

said first surface (I I); and 

. attaching a layer of rnat«ial (16) to the projections (14) of fte substrate- 

(10), . f 

whereby the layer of material (16) together wifli the projections (14) form an 

I-beam structure that enhances the strengdr of the headHner. 

8. Tlie method ofQaini 7. further coii^wismg the step of attaching a fece 
£tbnc (18) to tiie layer of matecial (16). 

9. The method ofClaim 7, further comprising the step of arranging tiic 
plurality of impressions (12) and corresponding jnojecfions (14) so as to have a 
maximum nurnber p^. unit area of siibstrate (10). 

10. The me&od of Claim 7, wherein the plurality of impressions (12) and 
coxxe^opding projections (1.4). form a.tv^-dim^)si5mal array- 
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